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WELCOME TO ALL JAZZED UP!  
Welcome from the Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society 

On behalf of the Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society, I want to welcome you to “The Big 
Easy.”  GNOBS is both pleased and proud to host the American Bonsai Society’s 2027 Learning 
Seminar here in the Crescent City, the birthplace of Jazz. Our members have been planning 
this event for years and promise to make this conference one that you will not soon forget.  

Top-tier artists will be offering informative learning seminars on a wide range of topics. Our 
club began selecting workshop material over three years ago for the demonstrations and 
workshops so that our featured artists can provide you with a first-class experience.  

The Wyndham New Orleans Airport & Conference Center has been selected as the site for this 
memorable event. Located just minutes from Louis Armstrong International Airport, the hotel 
is near outstanding restaurants featuring local cuisine, the  Treasure Chest Casino, and is just 
20 minutes from the French Quarter and all it has to offer. 

I want to express my deep appreciation to the American Bonsai Society for allowing us the 
honor of being your host. We hope that you will join us. We promise you great artists, great 

vendors, great workshops, and most certainly a great time with great friends. 

And so, on behalf of the Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society, I look forward to seeing you in March. And as we say in 
New Orleans, “Laissez les bons temps rouler!” (Let the good times roll!) 

Randy Bennett - Convention Chair, Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society                 

Welcome from the American Bonsai Society 
Welcome to All Jazzed Up. I lived in Houston, Texas, for many years, just a half-day drive from 
New Orleans, and visited often for work and fun. As a Red Cross volunteer, I spent weeks here 
helping in shelters and with disaster recovery, most recently during Hurricanes Laura and 
Delta in 2020. I love this city and am proud and grateful to bring the ABS Learning Seminars 
here. 

Surrounded by Louisiana’s culture and the bayous of the Gulf Coast, we think this will be the 
event of the year. We’re excited to have worked with the Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society 
to create something truly special. The artists, materials, talks, and venue are excellent, and 
we’ve planned a program with something for everyone. Whether you’re new, have some 
experience, or are ready for a Master Class, you’ll find your place at All Jazzed Up. 

We want to give a special thank you to our sponsors, especially our Presenting Sponsor, Underhill Bonsai. Their 
generous support, along with our discounted venue packages and free airport shuttle, has helped us keep All Jazzed 
Up affordable and accessible for everyone. We also thank the Greater New Orleans Bonsai Society for hosting the 
event with us. Their hard work and enthusiasm made this event possible. 

This brochure has everything you need for All Jazzed Up, including maps, artist bios, and a full schedule of 
workshops, seminars, and demonstrations. We’re excited to feature inspiring artists—some familiar, some new, and 
all very talented. We hope you’ll join us at the 2027 Learning Seminars in New Orleans.  

Scott Barboza - Convention Chair, American Bonsai Society  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TICKETS 
ABS Learning Seminars are designed to be flexible, so everyone can join in a way that works for them. You can take 
part for the whole weekend or just come for a single day. 

DISCOUNTS 
We offer discounts to help make the event more accessible. These discounts thank society members for their 
loyalty, support our volunteers, and reward those who plan ahead. 

REGISTRATION PRICES 

FULL REGISTRATION 
(MEMBER OR NON-
MEMBER)

Attend any seminar throughout the weekend.

Observe any workshop throughout the weekend without participating.

Register separately for workshops, tours, and other ticketed activities.

Includes all three evening events.

SINGLE-DAY 
REGISTRATION

Includes all registration benefits for the day purchased. 

Does not include any evening events.
Evening event tickets may be purchased separately.

ACCOMPANYING GUEST

For a family member or non-participating companion of a full-event registrant.

Attend any seminar throughout the weekend.

Cannot participate in workshops or tours.
Includes all three evening events.

Add-ons:

EVENING EVENT 
TICKETS

Available to single-day registrants and vendors.

Purchase any combination of the three evening events.
Full-registration and accompanying-guest tickets already include all three 
evening events: Thursday Reception & Opening Ceremony, Friday Night LIVE!, 
Saturday Banquet, Auction & Awards Ceremony.

WORKSHOPS & TOURS Available to single-day and full registrants.

MEMBERSHIP Any member of the American Bonsai Society may register at the member rate. If you are not an 
ABS member, buy your ticket at the Non-Member Rate and enjoy ABS membership benefits for a 
full year!

EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT Register early and save!

VOLUNTEER Help us and we’ll help you!  It takes a lot of hands to put these on.  If you volunteer, we’ll give you a 
discount on your attendance. ($50 for up to 3 shifts, $75 for 4 or more shifts)
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Tickets
Early	Bird	Member	Registration $225
Early	Bird	Non-Member	Registration $275
Member	Registration $275
Non-Member	Registration $325
Single	Day $100
Accompanying	Guest $170

Add-Ons
Evening	Events

Thursday	Night	Reception $45
Friday	Night	LIVE! $80
Bqt.,	Auction	&	Awards	Cerem. $65

Workshops	&	Tours See	Event
Seminars Free



VENUE & FACILITY MAPS 
We’re happy to welcome you to the Wyndham New Orleans Airport & Conference Center. Just three miles from 
Louis Armstrong International Airport, the hotel makes arriving and departing easy, especially with our free shuttle 
running all day and night. While you’re here, you’ll have access to free high-speed WiFi, and we’ve arranged 
special discounted room rates to make your visit more comfortable and affordable. When you arrive at the airport, 
just call 504-467-5611 to request the shuttle. 

It’s easy to get downtown or to the lively French Quarter from the convention center. You can take a ride share or 
grab a taxi for a short drive into the city center. When you reach the French Quarter, you’ll find historic buildings, 
famous restaurants, and great jazz clubs. If you have time, visit the Garden District for its mansions and oak-lined 
streets. 

• Getting from the airport to the hotel couldn’t be easier.  Once you’re at the airport, you are just a short, five-
minute drive from All Jazzed Up! 

• All convention events will be held at the Wyndham New Orleans Airport & Conference Center, except Friday 
Night LIVE! and the Banquet, Auction & Awards Ceremony which will be held at the nearby DoubleTree Hotel. 
Discounted rooms are available for attendees. Please register early to secure your room and enjoy the 
convenience of staying at the convention hotel. 

• Your safety is our top priority. It might be tempting to walk to some of the nearby shops and restaurants, but 
please do not attempt to cross Veterans Memorial Blvd or Williams Blvd on foot.  There are no crosswalks and 
the traffic can be very heavy. 
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https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wyndham/kenner-louisiana/wyndham-new-orleans-airport-and-conference-center/overview?CID=LC:46q62bu8edfbx3y:60206&iata=00093796


MEETING & EVENT SPACES 

Seminars will be in Meeting Rooms 2 & 4 (MR2 & MR4).  Meeting Room 4 is located on the second floor directly 
above Meeting Room 3 and can be accessed by the elevator by Meeting Room 3. 

Workshops will be held in Meeting Rooms 1 & 3 and Salons 5 & 6.  Check the complete schedule for details! 

The Exhibit will be in the Pre-Function Area 

Vendors will be in Salons 1–4 

Reception & Opening Ceremony will be in Salons 5-6 

Friday Night LIVE! and the Banquet , Auction & Awards Ceremony will be held at the DoubleTree Hotel, about 
1/4 mile from the Wyndham.  Although it is close, Williams Blvd is not safe for pedestrians as there are no 
crosswalks and traffic can be very heavy.  Please take one of the free shuttles to make the trip to the restaurant 
and back. 
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CATERED MEALS 
Because of space limitations at the Wyndham, meals during Friday Night LIVE! and the Banquet, Auction & Awards 
Ceremony will be served at the nearby DoubleTree Hotel. Although this hotel is only 1/4 mile away, PLEASE DO 
NOT ATTEMPT TO WALK. There are no crosswalks, and traffic can be heavy. Williams Blvd. cannot be safely crossed 
on foot. You may drive a personal vehicle, or shuttles will be available to take you to the DoubleTree and back after 
dinner. If you have special transportation needs or mobility limitations that may affect shuttle use, please inform 
the organizers. They will make every effort to accommodate you. 
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A TASTE OF THE CRESCENT CITY! 
We are bringing the soul of New Orleans straight to your plate with three catered meals featuring the local cuisine 
that are included with your full registration package. We’re turning up the flavor starting Thursday night with heavy 
hors d’oeuvres and live jazz during the reception & opening ceremony, followed by a full, authentic Louisiana-style 
feast during the Friday Night LIVE! Demonstrations. We'll wrap up the weekend with another incredible regional 
meal and some zydeco music during the Banquet, Auction & Awards Ceremony. This is far more food than our 
standard conventions offer, giving you an unforgettable culinary experience and incredible added value to the 
already low cost of your registration! 
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 ACCOMMODATIONS 
To make your reservation at the special group rate, call: 

Wyndham New Orleans Airport & Conference Center 
2829 Williams Blvd 
Kenner, Louisiana 70062 
504-467-5611 

When reserving, request the American Bonsai Society Rate 
to receive the discounted group price of $139 for the 
convention. 

Alternatively, you may book online using the link below. The 
group rate discount code will be applied automatically. 

Please book your room before the hotel’s cutoff date of 
January 11th, 2027. The group rate is guaranteed until this 
date. Afterward, the rate will be subject to room 
availability. 
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FULL EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

10

Fri, Mar 12, 2027 Event Presenter Location

8 AM - 5 PM Registration Open Wyndham Lobby

9 AM - 5 PM Vendors Open Salons 1-4

“ Exhibit Open Pre-Function Area

WS 9 AM - 12 PM Field Grown Trident Maple S. Sukosolvisit Room 1

WS “ Field Grown Bald Cypress R. Bennett Salon 5

WS “ Dwarf Jade P. Morales Room 3

WS “ Foemina Juniper M. Stemberger Salon 6

S 9 AM - 10:30 AM The Dance of the Tree: Fndg. Nat. Mvmt. in Bonsai Design J. Price Room 2

S “ Brilliant Bougies and the Art of Tropical Bonsai B. Snellgrove Room 4

S 10:30 AM - 12 PM From Vision to Vessel: The 10 Stages of Bonsai J. Day Room 2

C “ Exhibit Critique J. Price Pre-Function Area

12 PM - 2 PM Lunch (on your own)

WS 1 PM - 5 PM Specimen Zelkova (Special 4-Hour Session) S. Sukosolvisit Room 1

WS 2 PM - 5 PM Red Maple J. Price Salon 5

WS “ Kaori Hime Tea Olive P. Morales Room 3

WS “ Pocomoke Crepe Myrtle D. Koetting Salon 6

S 2 PM - 3:30 PM Sculpting the Silhouette M. Stemberger Room 2

S “ A Virtual Tour of Chinese Bonsai H. Chuah Room 4

S 3:30 PM - 5 PM Discover the Elegant Japanese Botanical Art of 
Kusamono! M. LeBlanc Room 2

C “ Exhibit Critique M. Stemberger Pre-Function Area

D 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM Friday Night LIVE! - Demonstrations, Louisiana cuisine & a cash bar DoubleTree Hotel

*** T = tour, WS = Workshop, S  = Seminar, C = Critique, D = Demo

Thu, Mar 11, 2027 Event Presenter Location

9 AM - 5 PM Joshua Roth New Talent Competition J. Ruth Room 1

“ Exhibit Setup Pre-Function Area

“ Vendor Setup Salons 1-4

T 9:30 AM - 1 PM Tour of the Lac des Allemands Swamp R. Bennett Wyndham Lobby

11 AM - 5 PM Registration Open Wyndham Lobby

1 PM - 3 PM ABS Board Meeting Board Room

5 PM - 7 PM Vendors Open Salons 1-4

7 PM - 9 PM Reception & Opening Ceremony - Hors d’oeuvres & Cash Bar Salons 5-6



FULL EVENT SCHEDULE (Cont’d) 
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Sun, Mar 14, 2027 Event Presenter Location

9 AM - 12 PM Exhibit Open Pre-Function Area

“ Vendors Open Salons 1-4

11 AM Checkout Time Wyndham Lobby

*** T = tour, WS = Workshop, S  = Seminar, C = Critique, D = Demo

Sat, Mar 13, 2027 Event Presenter Location

8 AM - 5 PM Registration Open Wyndham Lobby

9 AM - 5 PM Exhibit Open Pre-Function Area

“ Vendors Open Salons 1-4

WS 9 AM - 12 PM BYOT with Suthin S. Sukosolvisit Room 1

WS “ Chinese Elm J. Price Salon 5

WS “ Slab Pot Construction with Byron B. Myrick Room 3

WS “ Private Demo: Yamadori Ashe Juniper M. Stemberger Salon 6

S 9 AM - 10:30 AM Artificial Rocks for Bonsai Landscapes P. Morales Room 2

S “ Repotting - There’s More To It Than You Think D. Koetting Room 4

S 10:30 AM - 12 PM Choosing & Displaying Scrolls K. Majeske Room 2

C “ Exhibit Critique P. Morales Pre-Function Area

12 PM - 2 PM Lunch (on your own)

WS 1 PM - 5 PM Specimen Podocarpus (Special 4-hour Session) J. Price Salon 5

WS 2 PM - 5 PM Collected Water Elm E. Pardue Room 1

WS “ Brazilian Rain Tree P. Morales Room 3

WS “ BYOT with Mauro M. Stemberger Salon 6

S 2 PM - 3:30 PM Japanese Black Pine 101 S. Sukosolvisit Room 4

S 2 PM - 5 PM Mastering the Fundamentals of Bonsai Wiring K. Harkaway Room 2

S 3:30 PM - 5 PM While You Were Sleeping: A Dorm. Season Primer Scott Barboza Room 4

C “ Exhibit Critique S. Sukosolvisit Pre-Function Area

6:30 PM - 9:30 PM Banquet, Auction & Awards Ceremony DoubleTree Hotel



THURSDAY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

12

Workshops Exhibit Vendors Registration Tours***

9:00-10:00

Joshua Roth New 
Talent Competition 

J. RUTH 

ROOM 1

SETUP SETUP

Tour of the Lac des 
Allemands Swamp 

9:30AM -1:00PM 
RANDY BENNETT 

WYNDHAM LOBBY

10:00-11:00

11:00-12:00

REGISTRATION OPEN

12:00-1:00

1:00-2:00

2:00-3:00

3:00-4:00

4:00-5:00

5:00-6:00

VENDORS OPEN!

6:00-7:00

7:00-8:00 RECEPTION & OPENING CEREMONY*** 
FULL REGISTRATION AND RECEPTION TICKET HOLDERS. VENDORS WELCOME! 

Wyndham Hotel, Salon 5&68:00-9:00

9:00-10:00

***TICKETED EVENT

























WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 
Our Workshops are held in small groups and led by experienced artists. Most registrations 
include a tree, but please check each workshop description for specific details. Bring your 
tools, wire, and turntable if you want one. 

At ”BRING YOUR OWN TREE” (BYOT) Workshops, you can bring your own tree and get 
styling tips and help from an expert. 

Private Demos are a private “demonstration-in-the-round”. If you have ever struggled to 
see or hear at bigger events, our limited seating is the perfect solution. Experience the 
art, up-close and personal. 

Field-Grown Trident Maples  26
Suthin Sukosolvisit - Room 1 

Field-Grown Bald Cypress  26
Randy Bennett - Salon 5 

Dwarf Jade  27
Pedro Morales - Room 3 

Foemina Juniper  27
Mauro Stemberger - Salon 6 

Specimen Zelkova (Special 4-Hour Session)  28
Suthin Sukosolvisit - Room 1 

Field-Grown Red Maples  28
Jennifer Price - Salon 5 

Kaori Hime Tea Olive  29
Pedro Morales - Room 3 

Pocomoke Crepe Myrtle  29
Dawn Koetting - Salon 6 

Bring-Your-Own Tree  30
Suthin Sukosolvisit - Room 1 

Chinese Elm  30
Jennifer Price - Salon 5 

Slab Pot Construction with Byron  31
Byron Myrick - Room 3 

PRIVATE DEMO! - Sculpting the Southwest  31
Mauro Stemberger - Salon 6 

Collected Water Elm  32
Evan Pardue - Room 1 

Specimen Podocarpus (Special 4-hour Session)  32
Jennifer Price - Salon 5 

Brazilian Rain Tree  33
Pedro Morales - Room 3 

Bring-Your-Own Tree  33
Mauro Stemberger - Salon 6
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Field-Grown Trident Maples 
Suthin Sukosolvisit - Room 1 
FRIDAY 9AM-12PM 

Trident maple (Acer buergerianum) is a top choice among deciduous bonsai 
species, known for its fast growth, quick healing, and beautiful fall colors. 
The trees for this workshop have been carefully grown in the field and have 
thick trunks, a wide base (nebari), and lots of healthy leaves ready for 
shaping. They are ideal for practicing trunk chops, building main branches, 
and creating classic broom or informal upright styles. The workshop will be 
led by Suthin Sukosolvisit, a master with worldwide recognition for his skill 
with shohin and deciduous bonsai. Suthin will teach his proven methods for 
working with trident maples, including how to make bold structural 
decisions, choose the right nodes, and use advanced pruning to create fine 
branching and small leaves. (The photo shows a tree from the workshop 
group.) 

Registration: $300 (TREE INCLUDED)
Required Materials: Tools, wire, turntable (optional)
8 spots available

Field-Grown Bald Cypress 
Randy Bennett - Salon 5 
FRIDAY 9AM-12PM 

The bald cypress (Taxodium distichum) is a North American 
conifer valued in bonsai for its fast growth, soft feathery 
leaves, and ability to form large, fluted trunks with wide 
bases. It grows in swamps and has its own design style, 
changing from a cone shape when young to a flat-topped 
look as it matures. The trees in this workshop have straight 
trunks with natural taper and full canopies, making them 
ideal for bold first styling. The workshop is led by Randy 
Bennett, who has over 50 years of experience and wrote 
‘Bonsai Design: Bald Cypresses’, a detailed guide focused 
on this species. Randy will share his knowledge to help you 
understand the bald cypress growth patterns, make 
important branch decisions, shape the top, and care for 
these trees. (The photo shows trees from the workshop 
group.) 

Watch the Randy Bennett Bald Cypress Lecture to see his 
approach to styling and his deep knowledge of native 
Louisiana trees. 

Registration: $250 (TREE INCLUDED)
Required Materials: Tools, wire
8 spots available 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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnEEcEWRIwk


Dwarf Jade 
Pedro Morales - Room 3 
FRIDAY 9AM-12PM 

The dwarf jade (Portulacaria afra), also called elephant bush, is 
a tough, beautiful succulent and a favorite in tropical bonsai. 
Its shiny green leaves, thick water-storing trunks, and fast 
growth help artists create a mature look much faster than with 
other plants. The workshop specimens are lush and well-grown, 
with dense canopies, thick trunks, and many branches.  No 
matter what styling direction you take, these trees will be 
something you will be proud to have on your bench. Pedro 
Morales, a well-known expert and leader in tropical bonsai, will 
lead this workshop. He will use his years of experience to teach 
you how to style succulent bonsai, including tips on pruning, 
shaping branches, and caring for these hardy plants so they 
thrive year-round. (The photo shows trees from the workshop 
group.) 

Registration: $150 (TREE INCLUDED)
Required Materials: Tools, wire
8 spots available

Foemina Juniper 
Mauro Stemberger - Salon 6 
FRIDAY 9AM-12PM 

The foemina juniper (Juniperus chinensis 'Foemina') is prized in 
the bonsai community for its needle-like foliage, fast growth, 
and ability to develop refined pads. It suits strong, upright 
shapes or dramatic forest displays, unlike trailing types. The 
trees used in this workshop are healthy and full, with dense, 
layered branches and a central leader.  These trees are ready for 
styling. Mauro Stemberger, respected for his energetic teaching 
and bold designs, will lead the workshop. He will show you how 
to work with this responsive species, covering advanced branch 
selection, wiring, and techniques for creating striking deadwood 
to reveal a classic bonsai look. (The photo shows a tree from the 
workshop group.) 

Registration: $175 (TREE INCLUDED)
Required Materials: Tools, wire
8 spots available
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Specimen Zelkova (Special 4-Hour Session) 
Suthin Sukosolvisit - Room 1 
FRIDAY 1PM-5PM 

Japanese zelkova (Zelkova serrata) is a fantastic choice to 
showcase deciduous bonsai. With an elegant broom shape, 
sawtooth leaves, and autumn colors ranging from golden yellow 
to burgundy, these trees make a striking impression. Our 
specimens are large and field-grown, with thick trunks, mature 
bark, and strong root bases that are rarely found in regular 
nursery stock. Because these trees offer so much potential, we 
have extended this workshop to 4 hours to give you plenty of 
time to work on your design. Leading the session is Suthin 
Sukosolvisit, a master with many awards and a reputation for his 
skill in creating wonderful deciduous bonsai. Suthin will walk you 
through choosing the trunk line, pruning major branches, and 
wiring the structure. By the end, you’ll have a beautiful, high-
quality tree to be proud of. (The photo shows trees from the 
workshop group.) 

Registration: $300 (TREE INCLUDED)
Required Materials: Tools, wire, turntable (recommended)
8 spots available

Field-Grown Red Maples 
Jennifer Price - Salon 5 
FRIDAY 2PM-5PM 

The red maple (Acer rubrum) is a favorite native tree for 
creating impressive deciduous bonsai, with striking seasonal 
colors. The trees for this workshop have been carefully grown in 
the field, so they have thick trunks, strong taper, and well-
developed radial roots (nebari) that would take many years to 
develop in a pot. Red maples respond well to pruning, producing 
fine branching and a stunning show of red leaves in autumn. 
Jennifer Price, an internationally recognized bonsai artist known 
for her expressive and natural style, will lead the workshop. She 
will show you how to turn field-grown trees into refined bonsai, 
offering advice on key structural decisions, bold styling, and the 
care needed to promote smaller leaves and stronger branch 
growth. The photo shows a tree from this workshop group. 

Registration: $200 (TREE INCLUDED)
Required Materials: Tools & Wire
8 spots available
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